
BOARD SETS DEC. 15 PUBLIC HEARING 

The Board will hold a public hearing at 6:30 p.m. Wednesday, Dec. 15. The hearing is an 
opportunity to comment orally or in writing on updates to two regional plans: the Metro 
Vision 2035 Plan and the 2035 Metro Vision Regional Transportation Plan. Comments 
also will be taken on companion air quality conformity determinations for the Regional 
Transportation Plan.

In addition to the hearing, DRCOG’s website provides the ability to comment online 
about the regional plan updates. Please visit www.drcog.org and look for the public 
hearing icon to get more information, view the hearing documents and comment.  

As further information for the Board, a presentation was given on efforts to incorporate 
sustainability into the update of Metro Vision 2035.

WASTEWATER TREATMENT FACILITY 
COMMENTS PROVIDED TO STATE  

DRCOG reviews and provides comments to the Colorado Department of Public Health 
and Environment (CDPHE) Water Quality Control Division on wastewater treatment 
facilities throughout the region as part of state and federal regional waste treatment 
planning requirements. The reviews focus on planning area boundaries, facility service 
areas and facility location, sizing and timing. At its November meeting, the Board rec-
ommended approval of the Metro Wastewater Reclamation District’s proposed Northern 
Treatment Plant Wastewater Utility Plan and site location application. The comments 
include the statement that “any Wastewater Utility Service Area shown in Metro’s 
Wastewater Utility Plan that is not consistent with the Metro Vision plan is not recog-
nized as an approved Wastewater Service Area based solely on its inclusion in Metro’s 
Wastewater Utility Plan.”
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BOARD REQUESTS DRCOG’S WASTEWATER INFRASTRUCTURE 
PLANNING DE-DESIGNATION 

The Board authorized Chair Rod Bockenfeld to send a letter to the Governor notifying him of DRCOG’s 
intent to terminate its state-designated wastewater treatment planning activities Dec. 31, 2010, due to insuffi-
cient resources to administer the program. The letter caps an 18-month review and assessment of the pro-
gram, which began with federal funding more than 30 years ago. Funding has declined through the years, 
and the program cost is principally borne by DRCOG. Since 2001, the cost to DRCOG has exceeded half a 
million dollars. DRCOG will continue to review Colorado Water Quality Control Commission agendas to 
identify issues of regional significance. On those issues, DRCOG will make recommendations to the Board 
and then provide appropriate comments to the commission. The reviews focus on ensuring planning area 
boundaries, facility service areas and facility location, sizing and timing are consistent with Metro Vision.

MEMBERS OF NOMINATING COMMITTEE SELECTED

Leading up to officer elections in February, members of the Nominating Committee have been selected. They 
include: Jefferson County Commissioner Kevin McCasky,  Lone Tree Council Member Jackie Millet, Denver 
Council Member Chris Nevitt, Westminster Mayor Nancy McNally, Greenwood Village Council Member Ron 
Rakowsky, and Federal Heights Mayor Joyce Thomas.   

BRIEFING ON WESTERN HIGH SPEED RAIL ALLIANCE 

Tom Skancke, executive director of the Western High Speed Rail Alliance, briefed Board members on the alli-
ance, of which DRCOG is a founding member. Formed to acquire funding to study rail connectivity between 
the five megacities of the intermountain region: Denver, Salt Lake City, Reno, Las Vegas, and Phoenix, the 
alliance recently held its first annual high-speed rail conference, with Transportation Secretary Ray LaHood 
headlining a list of distinguished speakers. The alliance recently received more than $1 million to study a 
potential western connection between California and the intermountain west. In addition, the alliance is 
exploring connection possibilities with the Midwest and Northwest.  

CDOT REPORTS ON EFFORTS CONNECTED TO HOUSE BILL 10-1405 

Board members received a presentation on efforts related to House Bill 10-1405, which requires the Colorado 
Transportation Commission/Colorado Department of Transportation (CDOT) to examine devolution of state 
highways that are commuter highways to local governments for ownership and maintenance. The legislation 
defines a commuter highway as a non-interstate state highway within the area of a Metropolitan Planning 
Organization that is estimated to have at least 80 percent of its trips begin and end within the area. CDOT 
determined which state highways within Metropolitan Planning Organization “territories” serve as com-
muter highways by using transportation model data from each of the MPOs in the state. Because the DRCOG 
MPO area is so large, most of the state highways in the interior of the region meet the definition of commuter 
highways. CDOT staff does not expect the Transportation Commission to recommend any commuter high-
ways be removed from the state highway system at this time, but if it does, formal DRCOG Board review and 
comment will be solicited in December or January. The legislation requires CDOT to report the study results 
to the General Assembly by Feb. 1, 2011. 
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BRIDGE ENTERPRISE PROGRAM UPDATE 

CDOT staff also updated the Board on the Statewide Bridge Enterprise, established by Colorado Senate Bill 
09-108, Funding Advancements for Surface Transportation and Economic Recovery (FASTER). Among other 
things, the bill established a vehicle registration fee for bridge safety and formed the enterprise to facilitate 
the funding, maintenance and repair of Colorado bridges in poor condition. The purpose of the Bridge Enter-
prise is to facilitate the financing, repair, reconstruction and replacement of bridges designated as structur-
ally deficient or functionally obsolete and rated as poor by CDOT. CDOT staff members, who perform some 
of the staff functions for the enterprise, updated the Board on activities. Thus far, of the 128 bridges rated as 
poor, 23 have been constructed, 22 are under construction, 2 are designed and 25 are being designed. CDOT 
staff also reported considerations related to the I-70 viaduct, including funding prospects.

TRAVEL MODEL OUTCOMES 

DRCOG has completed a new, next-generation regional travel model called Focus, which possesses 
enhanced sensitivity to a range of regional policy issues. DRCOG is one of five metropolitan planning 
organizations in the nation to have the new class of model. The Board learned more about the model and its 
capabilities through this presentation given by DRCOG Senior Planner Erik Sabina. The model has been used 
thus far to assist with the Regional Transportation Plan analysis and Transportation Improvement Program 
submittals for bicycle and pedestrian projects and state area/urban center area plans, and in evaluating the 
effects of sustainability alternatives. 

STILL TIME TO SIGN UP FOR COMMUNITY CLASS

“Promoting Energy Efficiency in your Community” is attracting lots of interest, but there is still room for 
attendees in the Wednesday, Dec. 8 class. DRCOG and the Metro Mayors Caucus are co-hosting the work-
shop with funding from the U.S. Department of Energy’s BetterBuildings program.  The free class runs from 
9 a.m. to noon and will be held in the Community Room of the Westminster City Park Recreation Center, 
10455 Sheridan Blvd. The class will explore retrofit programs as ways for communities to spur the economy 
while increasing the comfort and efficiency of both residential and commercial buildings. In particular, the 
class will take a look at Property Assessed Clean Energy or PACE programs, one financing model enabling 
cities and counties to offer low-interest loans for energy efficiency upgrades. There is no fee to attend, but 
registration is required. Please visit www.drcog.org and look for the class information on the home page. 




